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	Teacher Name: Abigail Homer
	Class: Cambridge B2+ English

	Lesson Duration: 120 minutes
	Materials: 
· Screen to show presentation and/or white board
· Prepared Padlet Mindmap with the center saying “What makes a good story?”
· Video “TED’s Secret to Great Public Speaking” Chris Anderson 
· 3-page Handout for listening activities and brainstorming

	Students: University students at B2-C1 level at a university in Kazakhstan
	Anticipated Challenges: 
· Students have expressed nervousness about their upcoming presentations and uncertainty in choosing their topics. This may create some hesitation from students to engage in the brainstorming activity
· Although the second half of the video gives the students direct information, the first half is a bit abstract. We will review the two halves separately and use specific questions to try to tease useful information out of the abstract concepts in the first half
· Students may become distracted during independent or phone-based activities, but they are needed for classroom procedures
· Some activities (e.g., vocabulary matching) may take longer than expected, affecting time for the final brainstorming task.

	Learning Objectives: Students will…
· Identify key vocabulary related to storytelling and presentations from video.
· Explain the main ideas and principles behind effective TED Talks in their own words.
· Use storytelling vocabulary in a guided listening (gap-fill) activity.
· Distinguish between the four key rules of an effective TED Talk and evaluate their purpose.
· Assess which storytelling techniques are most relevant or challenging for their own presentation topic.
· Develop initial ideas for a TED Talk using storytelling structure (through-line, hook, anecdote, message).






PROCEDURES (Version 2): 
	Activity
	Materials
	Time
	Overview
	Procedures

	Warm-Up & Lesson Introduction
	Presentation
	5 minutes
	Teacher greets students and introduces lesson focus:
· Storytelling structure for TED Talk presentations 
· Listening + vocabulary preparation 
· Applying ideas to their own presentations

	1) Ask how Ss are doing and gauge the mood for the lesson.
2) Display lesson objectives on presentation and read to class.  
3) Ask how Ss are feeling about upcoming presentations and encourage them that today’s activities should help them make some progress. 


	Icebreaker: Padlet Brainstorm
	Presentation with QR-code link to Padlet
	10 minutes
	Ss uses padlet to contribute ideas for what makes a good story, activating prior knowledge. 

	
1) Teacher displays QR code linking to Padlet and gives activity instructions 
2) Prompt: “What makes a good story?”
3) Ss spend 5 minutes adding their ideas to the mindmap on elements of a good story
4) Teacher spends 5 minutes displaying mindmap and asking students to find themes. Which elements seem to be the most important? 

	Vocabulary Matching Activity
	Handout Page 1
	12 minutes
	Teacher introduces lesson vocabulary through a matching activity
	1) Teacher distributes Handout
2) Teacher gives instructions
3) Ss work in pairs for 10 minutes to match words/phrases with definitions provided on the handout
4) Teacher circulates and monitors comprehension while noting trends in difficult vocab
5) Teacher reviews answers with class and elicits examples for 2-3 of the words many pairs struggled with. (examples may be reduced if activity runs long)

	Listening Part 1: Understanding Ideas
	10 minutes
	Video: TED’s Secret to Great Public Speaking
	Ss watch the first half of the video, and teacher checks for comprehension
	1) Teacher introduces video, tells Ss that we will watch in 2 parts. 
2) Ss watch part 1 of the video
3) CCQs:

“How does the speaker describe an idea?”
“Why are ideas important to our worldview?”
“How can ideas change people?”
4) Teacher writes key ideas from Ss answers on the board or types inside the presentation

	Listening Part 2: TED Talk Rules
	15 minutes
	Video cont. 

Handout page 2
	Ss watch the 2nd half of the video and fill in page 2 of the handout
	1) Teacher directs Ss to page 2 of the handout and explains that the video will explain 4 rules of a great TED talk. Students will write the rules in the first column of the table.
2) Ss listen to the video and writes the 4 rules. Teacher checks for completeness. 
3) Teacher directs Ss to column 2 of the table. Ss write an explanation of each rule or an example in their own words, then share with their neighbor.
4) Teacher conducts whole-class feedback and clarifies meaning

	Listening Review: Gap-Fill Activity
	15 minutes
	Video cont. 

Handout page 3
	Ss watch the full video without pause and fill in a vocabulary handout
	1) Teacher instructs Ss to listen to the video one more time with a focus on comprehension
2) Teacher directs Ss to page 3 of the handout with a fill in the gap activity. Ss will hear the sentences and write the missing words. 
3) Teacher reviews answers and clarifies vocab usage. 

	Break
	5 minutes
	N/A
	5 minute focus break if time allows
	

	Critical Reflection Discussion
	10 minutes
	N/A
	Teacher leads group discussion on the 4 rules, eliciting challenges or questions for the brainstorming activity
	1) Teacher leads discussion: “Which of the rules is most challenging? Which seems most important for your presentation?” For example, perhaps explaining technical jargon to a lay audience will not be relevant, since the audience of peers have similar backgrounds. 
2) Ss discuss in small groups and agree on 1-2 key rules with a short explanation as teacher circulates and joins conversations. 

	Brainstorming Activity: TED Talk Planning
	25 minutes 
	Handout page 2

Presentation with questions
	Ss use the table on Handout page 2 to brainstorm ideas for including the 4 rules or elements of great public speaking in their TED Talk presentations, and they may work in groups while thinking about and discussing ideas
	1) Teacher introduces structured brainstorming activity and explains that they will start with individual thinking, then pair/group discussions, then guided planning. 
2) Ss spend 5 minutes writing 2-3 presentation topics. 
3) Teacher then directs Ss back to page 2 of the handout. The 3rd column of the table has not been touched yet. 
4) Teacher instructs Ss to discuss their ideas with peers. Teacher encourages peer feedback structure by writing on the board: “You seem interested in . . .” “That could be a strong topic because . . .” and ask clarifying questions (10 minutes)
5) Teacher displays guiding questions for each rule: “What is your through-line?” “What metaphor or anecdote can you use to explain it?” “What is your opening hook to spark the audience’s curiosity?” “Why is your idea worth sharing?”
6) Teacher provides a quick example:
-Through-line: Learning languages builds empathy 
-Hook: “Have you ever felt like a different person in another language?” 
-Anecdote: Personal story about the first time I came to KZ.  

7) Ss begin to complete column 3 of the table with ideas from their brainstorming time (10 minutes). 
8) Teacher circulates the room and discusses student ideas, joining their discussions, and helping them brainstorm topics. 

	Reflection & Debrief + Homework
	10 minutes
	N/A
	Teacher elicits reflection and gives homework
	1) Teacher brings the attention back to the whole class and asks: “Which rule was the hardest to brainstorm?” “Did the activity help clarify your presentation ideas?” 
2) Ss share reflections and challenges. 
3) Teacher reminds Ss that presentation topics are due next class during sign ups. They should be prepared to sign their name on a dated time slot and write their presentation topic. 
4) Ss will submit a simplified outline next class that is based on today’s brainstorming. It will include: Main idea/Through-line, 1-2 anecdotes/stories/metaphors to clarify the idea, opening hook, and a conclusion



POST-ACTIVITY REFLECTION: 
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