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Activity Title:
Hot Takes vs. Expert Takes

Target Skill:
Speaking (communicative fluency and pragmatic accuracy)
Practicing grammar of academic language; using hedging to sound more formal and academic (modal verbs, adverbs of probability, and quantifiers that avoid absolute language)
Topic was previously introduced as a structure for academic writing

Activity Objective(s):
· Students will distinguish between absolute and hedged statements in spoken discourse.
· Students will use hedging techniques (e.g., modal verbs, adverbs, and reporting verbs) to express cautious, academic-style opinions.
· Students will participate in an interactive talk show role-play, adapting their language to different communicative roles (host vs. expert).
· Students will respond to spontaneous questions using appropriate levels of certainty and caution.



Class Level:
Upper-intermediate to advanced (B2+ university-level learners)

Materials:
· Handout (perhaps presented previously) or slide with examples of:
· Absolute language (e.g., This always happens; This is the best solution)
· Hedging language (e.g., This may happen; This tends to be effective; It seems that…)
· Topic cards (one per group), such as:
· Social media and mental health
· Artificial intelligence and jobs
· University education and its value
· Climate change responsibility
· Online learning vs. in-person learning
· Timer (for preparation and performance stages)

Time:
45–60 minutes

Procedure:
1. Warm-Up and Review (5–8 minutes)
Begin by briefly reviewing the difference between absolute and hedged language. Write 2–3 contrasting examples on the board (e.g., “Online learning is ineffective” vs. “Online learning can be ineffective in some contexts”). Elicit from students why hedging is important in academic and professional communication.
2. Introduce the Activity (3–5 minutes)
Explain that students will create and perform a short talk show. Each group will present a discussion on a controversial or complex topic using two contrasting speaking styles:
· A talk show host who uses exaggerated, absolute, or provocative statements
· An expert guest who responds using hedging and cautious, academic language
Explain that the goal is to highlight how language choices affect tone, credibility, and meaning.
3. Group Formation and Topic Assignment (2–3 minutes)
Divide students into groups of 3–4 (depending on class size. Assign each group a different topic.
4. Preparation Stage (10–15 minutes)
Each group prepares their talk show segment:
· Step A: Generate Language
· Students brainstorm:
· 3–4 absolute statements (e.g., “AI will destroy all jobs”)
· 3–4 hedged versions of similar ideas (e.g., “AI may replace some jobs in certain industries” “AI may contribute to job loss”)
· Step B: Assign Roles
· 1 Talk Show Host (uses absolute/inflammatory language)
· 1 Expert Guest (uses hedging techniques)
· Remaining students: Support roles (audience participants)
· Step C: Plan Interaction
· Groups outline a short interaction:
· Host introduces the issue dramatically
· Expert responds with hedged, nuanced explanations
· Prepare at least 2–3 possible questions
Encourage creativity and humor, while maintaining focus on the language contrast.
5. Talk Show Performances (15–20 minutes)
Each group performs their talk show (approximately 3–5 minutes per group).
After each performance:
· Other students act as the audience and ask 1–2 follow-up questions
· The host continues using absolute language
· The expert responds using hedging in spontaneous answers
6. Feedback and Reflection (5–10 minutes)
After all performances, lead a brief class discussion:
· Which speakers sounded more convincing or credible? Why?
· When is it appropriate to use absolute language?
· How did hedging affect the tone of the discussion?
· Give feedback, noting effective uses of grammar throughout the presentations.







